


"ABOUT GOD'S SERVICE I N  THE CHURCH9' 

P a r t  I :  Lutheranism Comes t o  Denmark and Norway 

The y e a r  i s  1397. The p l a c e  i s  n o r t h e r n  Europe. 
The e v e n t  i s  t h e  Union of Kalmar i n  which Queen 
Margaret  (widow of King Haakon of  Norway, daugh te r  

of t h e  l a t e  King Valdemar of Denmark, and t h e  
e l e c t e d  Queen of Sweden) proposes  a  common d e f e n s e  
p a c t  and a s i n g l e  monarch f o r  t h e  t h r e e  n a t i o n s .  
T h i s  Union fused t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  n a t i o n s  (espe- 
c i a l l y  t h o s e  of Denmark and Norway) f o r  t h e  coming 
c e n t u r i e s .  

It  i s  because  of t h e  above Union t h a t  t o  unders tand 
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  of  tile C o n s t i t u t i o n  of our  E v a n g e l i c a l  
Lutheran Synod which r e a d s :  

"In o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  u n i t y  i n  l i t u r g i c a l  forms 
and ceremonies,  t h e  Synod recommends t o  i t s  
congrega t ions  t h a t  they  u s e  t h e  Order  of Wor- 
s h i p  based on t h e  Danish-Norwegian l i t u r g y  of 
1685 and agenda of 1688 ..." (Chapter l ,  
Paragraph 4), 

w e  must look  no t  merely t o  Norway but  a l s o  t c 2  Den- 
mark, and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  Copenhagen, t h e  s e a t  of t h e  
monarchy. 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Reformation,  King C h r i s t i a n  I1 
re igned  on t h e  t h r o n e  a t  Copenhagen. He was t h e ;  

nephew of t h e  E l e c t o r  of Saxony and t h e  brother- in-  
law of Emperor Char les  V of t h e  Holy Roman Empire. 
King C h r i s t i a n  X I  gave p u b l i c  suppor t  t o  L u t h e r ' s  
t e a c h i n g s ;  however, h i s  s i n c e r i t y  h a s  o f t e n  been 
ques t ioned .  It would appear  t h a t  t h e  King found 
t h e  R e f o r m a ~ i o n  t imes  t o  be  " t h e  longed-for 

oppsrtarni tq,  t c  ex%eod 311s ~ { I - W P ~  .it t *nit e ~ j ~ ~ o b ~ e  of 
the c le rgy"  (Gjerset, g ,  L044]. " x r i x g  I:ttvi.;-f.~an 
t h e  ~ r u e l " h a t t 2 t ~ p " t d  'Lo benetit frrir~a~ tiif ReEl,rma- 
t i o n ,  even making an unsuecessfu$ ahCem$r  t o  impose 
it. upon h i s  srlbjeces 87 force ,  t S h s  re3 gu t:;taded i n  
$523 when r e b e l l i o n  I n  Sweders. l e d  I t r p  tiikae n d t i o n t s  
i-air$epemdense an18 the Kings s F ! i gI?t to GL. rilidr., y where 
h e  heard &rtisa I ,u%%^B~T preack~ 2 1  F i * ~t*iike')a '' - lix%d 
tiad kjec%s~r;ie esnx~erted t o  his tirsr:r 9-imae , b-ftt fo r  p o l i -  
t tr- a1 Pzasons he renounced 'hi s 3 i%itX-ner ,;?I "rd r t- h and 
reeurned $;a the  bosom of %he < d% ho i t -  a;r~ilx<:h" 
QGjerset, p, E 2 S j ,  

His successor  was h i s  aancl-e, Frederick,  Drtke of 
H o l s t e i n .  King F r e d e r i c k  encouraged the  Reforma- 
r i m ;  even g r an t i ng  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n  f o r  Denmark 
-in 1527 .  I n  H o r w a y  t h e  Refaarmation a l s o  was s e c r e t l y  
en$:c~~~raged by t h e  k ing;  even though t h e  c h a r t e r  he  
s P garcd w i t h  Noway whew he ascended t o  t he  t h r o n e  
" ' s p c i f i e d  that tfne king should p r o t e c t  the C a t h o l i c  
Church, i ts  teachings, r i g h t s ,  and p r i v i l e g e s g '  
( ~ j e r s e t ,  p ,  1 1 9 ) ,  

In 1533 when t h e  C o ~ ~ n c i P  assembled t o  elect  a new 
k i n g ,  one of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  they faced was t h e  de- 
t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  f u t u r e  r e l i g i o r l  i n  Denmark. The 
c a n d i d a t e s  were C h r i s t i a n ,  the  o l d e s t  son of Fred- 
e r i c k  and suppor ted  by t h e  n o b i l i t y ;  and Hans, a 
younger son of F r e d e r i c k  who was suppor ted  by a 
s t r o n g  C a t h o l i c  p a r t y ,  C i v i l  War, k n o m  as t h e  
"Count's War" ensued.  C h r i s t i a n  emerged v i c t o r i o u s  
b u t  f aced  g r e a t  f i n a n c i a l  d i s t r e s s ,  In 1536, when 
h e  became King of  Denmark, the D i e t  of  Copenhagen 
c o n f i s c a t e d  the  Roman C a t h o l i c  w e a l t h  and decreed 
t h e  n a t i o n  t o  be Lutheran as t h e  Reformation was 
r a p i d l y  advancing,  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  i n  1537, 
d e s p i t e  c ~ n s j l d e r a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  Lutheranism was 
a l s o  made the  r e l i g i o n  of Nomays 

A few wards h e r e  a r e  call led f o r  r e g a r d i n g  King 
C h r i s t i a n  1 x 1 ,  A s  a young man he a t t e n d e d  t h e  D i e t  



of  Worms. H e  was a r i e < ~ u ~ e d  s t ~ t d e n t  or t h e  B i t J e  
and was we41 versed i n  LheoJsgy, Together w i t h  
Queen D o r o t h e a ,  he  was a devoted Lutherarr, We 
used t he  German Iangi~age excIus i~7e ly  a s  he never 
learned t o  s p e a k  Danish and he never v i s i t e d  Norway 
during his r e i g n  ( G ~ e r s e t ,  p. i 4 1  & 1 4 7 ) .  

Lutheranistn was rrlos~ I he B t? l 8 g i i t f l  of t h e  re"eaL~n, A 
need ex i s t ed  ~ O B  it11 { l r d ~ r  rli Serv ice  corresponding 
t o  the f a i t h ,  King @far i s t i an  11% turned t o  t h e  
E l ec to r  of Saxony f o r  a i d .  He requested t o  "borrow" 
Jottalln Bugenhagen and P h i l i p  Mdanchthon t o  es tab-  
l i s h  t h e  ncw church,  T h e  men c0u1d no t  be  spared 
and were no t  s e n t ,  O f  n e c e s s i t y ,  King C h r i s t i a n  
then appointed a  committee of h i s  own men t o  w r i t e  
t he  Order o f  Service  (Likness ,  p. 4 1 1 ,  

I t  i s  n o t  surprising t h a t  t h e  Order o f  Serv ice  
which xaow was w r i t t e n  i n  Denmark had s t r i k i n g  s i m i -  
l a r i t i e s  with  Lu the r ' s  German Mass, A form of 
Lu the r ' s  s e r v i c e  had been publ ished and used i n  
Denmark f o r  nea r ly  t e n  yea r s  -- s ince  1528. It had 

j u s t  been r ep r in t ed  i n  1535 (Anderson, p. 4 ) .  

The Order of  Service being completed, t h e  king 
persona l ly  made some changes,  and then s e n t  i t  t o  
Mart in  Luther.  Luther ,  toge ther  wi th  o the r  the-  
o log ians  a t  Wittenberg,  gave h i s  approval  t o  t h e  
s e r v i c e .  I n  1537 when Luther made h i s  r ep ly ,  Bugen- 
hagen a l s o  finally was able t o  come t o  Denmark. He 
came f o r  t h e  purpose of crowning t h e  King and Queen. 
While i n  Denmark, Bugenhagen toge ther  with  t h e  King 
s tud i ed  t h e  Order of  Serv ice ;  making a  few changes 
i n  i t .  They a l s o  made a major add i t i on  of e i g h t  
"appendices." This  was neces s i t a t ed  as t h i s  docu- 
ment, which w a s  t o  become known as t h e  Ordinance of 
1537, concen~ed  no t  on2.y the Order of Serv ice ,  bu t  

a l s o  s t i p u l a t i o n s  regarding church goverment  
( l i k n e s s ,  p. 411." 

The Ordinance of 1537 went i n t o  f o r c e  under t h e  
t i t l e :  

"BWTMATIB ECCLES IASTICA REGNBRml DWIM 
ET NORMEGIM ET DUCATUUH SEESWPCENSIS 
MBLSATIIPE ETC M N O  DOMIMI FED 
(Rich te r ,  p .  3531, 

It w a s  even tua l ly  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Danish lang- 
uage and w a s  passed by the D i e t  i n  t h e  year  1539, 

Pare 3: Shortcomings of The Ordinance of 1537 

The Ordinance of I537 r e w i n e d  i n  f o r c e  f a r  nea r ly  
one hundred and f i f t y  yea r s .  Then t h e r e  was 
change. A s  can be seen  from t h e  Appendix, t h e  
change was no t  g r e a t  -- but  neve r the l e s s ,  i t  was 
a change which was brought i n r o  ex i s t ence  by r o y a l  
decree ,  In t h e  opinion s f  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  t h e r e  were 
ewo causes  which i n  p a r t  Led t o  t h e  replacement of 
t h e  Ordinance of 1537. 

The first s f  t h e s e  pertains d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Ordinance 
i t s e l f ,  Aside  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was n e t  ime- 
d i a t e l y  p r in t ed  i n  t h e  Danish language (which a l s o  
was t o  se rve  as the "church language" of Norway), 
$here w a s  a  major hinderanee t o  i ts  use.  The Ordi- 
nance of 1537 "spec i f ied  t he  Order of Serv ice .  /bug 
i t  d i d  not  give t h e  s p e c i f i c  form of each part" 
( ~ i k n e s s ,  p ,  4 2 ) .  The Ordinance i n s t ead  r e f e r ed  t h e  

*This Ordinance f o r  t h e  Danish and Norwegian Churches, 
which w a s  a c t u a l l y  w r i t t e n  i n  Denmark and then  f i n a l -  
i z ed  with  the help  s f  Bugenhagen, has  become c r e d i t e d  
nea r ly  exc lu s ive ly  $0 his pen, Even Luther D. Reed 
speaks of it a s  "prepared by Johan Bugenhagen" 
(Reed, p. 92) .  



u s e r  t o  o t h e r  works which were a l r e a d y  i n  e x i s t -  
ence .  Hence, even t h e  u s e  of  t h i s  Order o f  S e r v i c e  
d i d  n o t  b r i n g  abou t  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  l i t u r g y ,  With in  
t h e  s p e c i f i e d  a r e a s  t h e r e  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  
g r e a t  v a r i a n c e  and f o r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n c l a r i t y ,  

One example of a  s o u r c e  t o  which t h e  u s e r  was 
r e f e r e d  was t h e  9'EncI-riridionf"eeing t r a n s l a t e d  by 
Pede r  P l a d e s  and p u b l i s h e d  i n  1538.  T h i s  work was 
a t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h e  ' sEnch i r id ionYf  of  Mar t in  L u t h e r ;  
a l o n g  w i t h  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of h i s  works on Baptism 
and m a r r i a g e  (L ikness ,  p .  4 2 ) .  From t h e  above we 
f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n  of forms s t i l l  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  Evan- 
g e l i c a l  Lutheran  Synod, D r ,  B .  W. Teigen w r i t e s  
i n  t h i s  r e g a r d :  "Since t h e  Reformat ion  i n  Denmark 
v e r y  e a r l y  took over Lhese  o r d e r s  of  s e r v i c e  
/mar r i age  and Baptism/ and con t inued  t o  u s e  them - 
t h rough  t h e  c e n t y r i e s ,  t h e y  can ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t ,  be  
found i n  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Handbook of t h e  
M i n i s t e r i a l  A c t s ,  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lutheran  Synod, G , A . R .  
G u l l i x s o n ,  e d . ,  ..." (Teigen,  p ,  2 7 ,  f o o t n o t e  9 ) .  

The second cause  wh2r.h i t  would seem l e d  t o  t h e  r e -  
placement o f  ~kBo Ordinance  of 1537 i s  n o t  found i n  
t h e  l i t u r g y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  Reformat ion  move- 
ment. For the purposes  of  t h i s  paper  we t u r n  t o  
Norway i n  s e e k i n g  t h e  examples ,  "While t h e  k i n g  
and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  c l l i e f l y  devoted  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  pecun ia ry  b e n e f i t  which they  might  d e r i v e  
from t h e  sverthx-ow of t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church i n  Norway, 
t h e  r e fo rm movement i tself  w a s  making s low p r o g r e s s "  
( G j e r s e t ,  p, 1361, I n  c i t i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  e v e n t s  
which were expe r i enced  i n  Norway, one f i n d s :  

"The valuabl_es be long ing  t o  t h e  Norwegiari 
churches  and m o n a s t e r i e s  were s e i z e d  and 
c a r r i e d  t o  Denmark, The k i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  
Eske B i l d e  t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  n o t h i n g  was 
removed ' o f  c h a l i c e s ,  p l a t e s ,  mons t r ances ,  
j e w e l s ,  s i l v e r ,  g i l t  t a b l e t s ,  and o t h e r  

such t.fiifig:j w t s i c h  ar2 a.ad weraa i:t l at I . ~ ~ U I ^ L . ~ ~ S  

and i i~onast e,$~s, ?&at 5 $1 a! 3 he k:t-ese~ve:i,  
and t h ~ r e b y  have d u e  caEe fsr  intse$ee& 
and  elfare, are,' I n  a second IeZter he instructs 
Eske &a collect- ka r~ i cCes  OF g h % &  c:q>pez be- 
Isngiiig -&o churches and m.aonast~r%cs, wtlccher 
they be bas r e l i ~ z f ' s ,  cand7es"Leks2 ss tPae l i k e ,  

fsru;%sd them cs ~]~I-~IRYI- ' :> Zi7;4rJ i ) f  

"resei-~~at iioa' was cdrrj Cd L P ; P  i:c f f : r ~ ~ : ) ~ ~ g k  j 7 
that f h ~ r e  were ss-aseel y Iai -~r . ; trf f  i t  T - ~ ~ n f :  .-I$- 

the sacred a r L i  c l  es f o r  the 6:r3zmsu11 Z k~n service. 
Peder Clzus~dn F z i i s  (born 2.543) w s f t ~ s :  "at 
ie is to be regret ted ,  and ir i s  no t  praise- 
worthy, chat at  t h e  time sf  the i n t roduc t ion  s f  
t h e  Evangelical f a i t h  they d id  not only take 
away from t h e  chu~:_.r:hea and ~snaste~ies the ar- 
t ic les  of gold and s i l v e r ,  and ather treasures 
wlli3n*+a were lased i n  the  Cathol ic  s e r ~ u i c e ,  to- 
ge the r  with vestments and o the r  such t h i n g s ,  
b u t  they wantonly dsstxoyed Chfngs from which 
they could derive n s  b e n e f i t ;  t h e y  &ore down 
b u i l d i n g s  and need iess ly  burned valuable books 
and leteers and destroyed the orna-aeries and 
deco~atisnss sf e he ehuxclaes , ~uakiag God ' s 
&souses cheerless and barren,  which they  might 
well have I e f C  undone, nor d i d  they  derive 
and b e n e f i t  therefrom:" "jerset, p e  135-136), 

The a c t u a l  occurrences i n  Norway were of such a 
nature that, beyond t h e  physical  changes the comfnon 
people w e r e  not  d r ama t i ca l l y  affected by t h e  Refor- 
mation. As the Lutheran faith was imposed by royal  
decree; one day a person was o f f i c i a l l y  R o m a n  Cath- 
olic and the nex% he was Lutheran, The  same holds  
f o r  the c l e rgy .  There was no oppsr%uni%y f o r  t r a i n -  
ing  and t h e r e  was n u  supply af Lutheran preachers, 
Lutherans r e p l a c e d  the  Ronaan C a t h o l i c  bishops; but 
beyond t h i s ,  t h e  p r i e s t s  rsn~ained i n  t h e  parishes, 
The f e w  Lu the ran  b i s h o p s  w e r e  unable t o  reach t h e  
major i ty  of the  peop le .  L i t t l e  else was done to 



i n s t r u c t  t h e  p e o p l e .  I n  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  i t  has 
been s a i d :  The Rer'orrnation was an  " a f f a i r  of  t h e  
s t a t e  t o  which p e o p l e  f i n a l l y  y i e l d e d  a more o r  
l e s s  w i l l i n g  c o n s e n t "  ( G j e r s e t ,  p.  136) .  

The s i t u a t i o n  was such t h a t  t h e  Ordinance of  1537 
d i d  n o t  a c h i e v e  p r a c t i c a l  g a i n s  f o r  t h e  Reforma- 
t i o ~ ; .  The Order  o f  Service remained d i v e r s i f i e d  
a s  i t  had p r i o r  r o  1 5 3 7 .  The Reformat ion  ( a t  Least 
i n  Norway) was n o t  aided t o  t h e  e x t e n t  which ap-- 
p a r e n t l y  would have seemed d e s i r a b l e .  

King C h r i s t i a n  V ,  who r e i g n e d  f rom 1670-1699, 
o b v i o u s l y  fathomed t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A f t e r  a 
t ime of p r e p a r a t i o n  h e  i s s u e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e c r e e  
i n  1685: 

"Me King C h r i s t i a n  V ,  by God's Grace King o f  
Denmaric and Plorway, t h e  Goths and t h e  Vanda l s ,  
Duke of  S lesv ig  and H o l s t e i n ,  Stormarn and 
Dytmer, Count of Oldenborg and Demnhorst,  

"Make i t  p u b l i c  t o  eve ryone ,  t h a t ,  f o r  some 
t ime  by t h e  Grace of  God we have recommended 
t o  some of  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r g y  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  
of  Denmark t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
which Danish  law g i v e s ,  t h e y  should  w r i t e  and 
i n t r o d u c e  t o  a l l ,  t h e  ce remonies  o f  God's 
s e r v i c e  and t h e  Church ' s  ce remonies  i n  o u r  
Kingdoms - of - Denmark and Norway . . . /ancr now 
a t  l a s t  - -  / i t /  has r eached  p e r f e c t i o n t h a t  i t  
i s  ready  f o r  o f f i c i a l  p r i n t i n g ;  s o  we command 
you,  a l l  o f  o u r  d e a r  and f a i t h f u l  c i t i z e n s  i n  
o u r  c o u n t r i e s  of  Denmark and Norway, b o t h  
c l e r g y  and l a i t y ,  both i n  t h e  Danish  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  German c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  t h a t  you i n  e v e r y  
way d i r e c t  and keep t h i s  R i t u a l ,  under  s u i t -  
a b l e  punishment.  

"Given a t  our p a l a c e  i n  Copenhagen t h e  twenty- 
f i f t h  of  J u l y ,  s i x t e e n  hundred and e i g h t y - f i v e ,  

and  he sirrz;e*;lrtkl y e a r  st crur reignP' (Mirke 
R i t e : a l ,  p, 3--4),  

The RiruaP o f  168.5 w s s  basically 3 re2ssuawce sf 
the O ~ d i n a n c e  Q L  1537 uitiic;~"ttne y s x t s  regarding 
cku~cin g~ve rnmen t ,  As can be sezn Frun; .%_he appen- 
d i x ,  however, s s m e  chacges w e n s  mat32 .in t h e  serv- 
: E  The Wieua.1 i s  also nsa r ly  idcnedcal w i t h  the 
ezii ifce t i E  E h e  1-ar.f-heran 1!ynmarv t n  1313 ,  T h i s  is as  

---̂ -<"-- ----- 4." 

we31 C; s h s u l d  he, as c u r  F,F1,,3- coi?-sti:t"on recom- 

c n: .-*laJ i t se l f  is specific in b r s  f~prra~ and rubrics T11 ' 

bar  i s  7a::hing i n  muslf:d% s e t ~ f n g s ,  The evaluat ion 
::F :age ~ a . 1 1 ~  W ~ Q  Later was 5-43 sexve  on t he  In ter -  
J u~ k,eran Cc:mtlss$o.w nn Wt'irsbip QIL,cS), was that the 
F-1: was more ''meagre" 1::tan 6Bhe 13rdinance (L$kness, 
-% 431, Ns doubt t h i s  f ee l ing  2s prompted by the V 

amf 3sion i n  t he  R i t u a l  of t h e  I n t r o i t ,  Hal_l.el%rjah, 
-. :..)-I Ca-;sarzssiar~ and Absolut ion , 8ne does, however, 
k l c s * t   hat the R i t u a l  i s  far more r i c h  i n  k i ~ u r g i c a l  

t h a n  " ~ I C S S ~  o f  the E*&"&eran Wymnary in 1913,  

2 t2T3@<i:ul: PR&YEW 
"r:.~.! % 9;c.rvic.e begins  . , , when zhe Deacon -- -- 

-- ' ~ ~ g t ! e r ~ , '  s tands  i n  Z h e  door of t h e  Chancel, - 
0 %  %n cCe middle  of ehe Church, and ~ i t h  a 
l rq. , j  ~ g u i c e  reads as follows: ''0 L ~ f i d !  ~ I Q  
Fta:.~ c2d>4autbled i n  / ~ h  YOWL hou4 g .. ., , 
tef-. u rn  +ix;th&tti, whu i z  btuven . . , " 

6 ,  KYKIE 
"Then the Deacon begins to s ing  ./the ~~rieT." 
(alternatives are provided f o r  the season; 
s t V  p r a m  Christmas u n t i l  the  Purificaeisn of the  

lloly i r i r g i n ' h d  'Yfrom Easter u n t i l  Whitsunday") . 



8. GLORIA 1N EXCELSIS -- -- - 

"When t h e  Kyr ic  i s  s u n g  t h e  pas tor -  i'_praestrrii, 
facing the A l t a r ,  sings t h e  f i r s t  words  of c h i s  
hymn and then  t l ~ e  congldgat ioo jo i : l s  u n t i l  t h e  
end : 
"AH G l ~ h ~ j  Be Ti) Gcd 0~ H i g k ,  etc .  " - iRq~lliniz0 q #27. - - 

9 .  COLLECrT ". .. tile p a s t o r  s h a l l  t u r n  t o  the  People arid s i n g  
i n  t h e  usual  tone:  
"The kokd Be O l r i X k l  YOU I 
" A f t e r  which t h e  Ciroir responds  : Avid W a h  YoLL'I 
S ) ~ . i h i t  I 
" T h e n  tie tilriis a g a i n  t c  t h e  A l t a r ,  and s i n g s  the  
C o l l e c t  . . 
"The Cho i- r arid Peup i e r espond : Atpien. " 

10. EPISTI,E 
"Then he rirrns a g a i n  Co t h e  P e o p l e  and With t h e  
usua l  t one ,  I o i ~ d i y  s i n g s  t h e  E p i s t l e  [L~ction) . . . 
"T l l c  i . p i 3 t k  W~itteji 6,i hl N .  h p i i t t c  l o  The N.M., 
u f i  " T l r i ,  ! \  ! i Q ? 1 1 .  !9h Ry 
N , N ,  
"and .; i l i ~ s  t h e  el-atisre FCp :st Ze? (Lett i o n )  t o  
t h e  end * ' '  

11. K Y r n  
"when t l l z  i , r j  i y l l a has b c e i ~  read he ~:!ltlrrlbi t o  t h e  
A l t a r  2nd i i x s i  c;J 3f the i l a2be lu j ah  a s h o r t  hymn 
i s  s u n g  w:i ic*i i  r o r r c s i ; ? u d s  to t i l e  fi,pi:i? le  a r d  i s  
f o u n d  in r h e  ilyiitiihook; anti i t  i s  accompani~.il by 
t h e  o rgan ,  i f  d ~ d  wheq t h e y  have i t  ." 

1 2 .  HYMN 
"And thezl: 
"0 Hu&i Gito,:t T O  Ti lee Me PkayJ9 /Figsinc~ry # 3 9 7  A 

( a l t e r n a t i v e s  a re  p rov ided  f o r  t h e  seasons  "from 
Christmas t o  CaridLenas, '' " f  rom E a s t e r  t o  our 
L o r d ' s  Ascens ion ,  " and "on Ascension ~ay") . 

13 .  GOSPEL 
t t  Then t t e  pasrar L ~ I ~ L L  t x n  t o  t h e  FeepLe, and 

wi th  a high a d  loud vofce s l u g s  the  Ccjspel 
with t h i s  beginning: T k i n  Zh The tivLy GohpeR 

ebz By N , N ,  

l o y o u  T i d i n g n  o r  e And Nofiojt Be To God, 
"Then he s ings  the i d o l e  G t 3 s p e l  which corres-  
ponds t o  the  Day and ards tlhe e ~ % d , &  .he earns t o  
the  Altar and begins t o  six~g;" 

1 4 ,  CWED 
We B&eve In One Th~te  God - l ~ymnany  # 7  17. - 

115, HYrn 
8 9  ... i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and i n  t h e  count r ies  where 

it happeas, one o r  two verses  from t h e  hymnbook 
concerning t h e  ~ay's Gospel are sung together  
with t h e  o rga l  s ae~on~panimen$.)B 

11 Then the  pas to r  goes to t he  p u l p i t  and preaches 

t h e  usual  sermon based on the  Day's Gospel .... 
The pasts l - ,  o r  whoever preaches, s h a l l  f i r s t  of 
all, esmend the  people ts prayer and c a l l  f o r  
~ o d ' s  help i n  this holy ceremony; and then a s  
usua l  read t h e  Lord ' s Prayer , , , 
During c e r t a i n  seasons "they s ing  a f t e r  the  
~ o r d ' s  Prayer and before t h e  Gospel i s  read 
from t h e  p u l p i t "  s p e c i a l  hymn ve r ses  a s  speci-  
f i e d  f o r  t he  seasons: "between Christmas and 
CandSemas," '"eetween Easter  and Chr i s t ' s  Ascen- 
s ion,"  "between C h r i s t ' s  Ascension and Pente- 
c o s t ,  " and "on the Feast of Pentecost .  '' 
"At t he  th ree  grea t  Holy Days they s ing  each 
ve r se  th ree  t i m e s  and a l s o  on Ascension Day, 

*The following i s  a l s o  found i n  the  main t e x t  of 
t he  Ri tua l :  "A&*u ,the G o h p d  h i6nu~g CL$ Xhe A&cL& 
a e. b& iA i n ~ g  LM Xhe p d p a  as wud." 



b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  o n l y  one  t ime  and t h e n  t h e  
p a s t o r  always g i v e s  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a v e r y  
s h o r t  speech  abou t  each  of t h e s e  Holy Day 's  
joy  and s a l v a t i o n . "  
"While t h i s  i s  sung t h e  p a s t o r  d r o p s  upon h i s  
knee i n  t h e  p u l p i t  and p r a y s  God f o r  h e l p  and 
s u p p o r t  i n  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g ;  t h e n  h e  s t a n d s  up 
a g a i n  ... and p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  and expo- 
s i t i o n  of t h e  t e x t  ."& 

"Sunday's t e x t  f o r  Ma t ins  and High Mass i s  t h e  
Gospel ,  and f o r  Vespers  i s  t h e  E p i s t l e . "  
"Then t h e  p a s t o r  r e a d s  t h e  L o r d ' s  P r a y e r  en- 
t i r e l y  t o  t h e  end ,... and g i v e s  t h e  b l e s s i n g  
t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s :  "The Lohd 
K L o s  Yuu And Kcep You . . . " 

18. HYMN 
A hymn i s  h e r e  sung w i t h  d e s i g n a t e d  s e l e c t i o n s  
f o r  t h e  s e a s o n s :  "from Chr i s tmas  u n t i l  Candle- 
mas," "from E a s t e r  u n t i l  C h r i s t ' s  Ascens ion ,"  
"from C h r i s t ' s  Ascens ion  u n t i l  P e n t e c o s t  ," 
Ifon P e n t e c o s t  Day ." " A l l  S a i n t ' s  Day," 
"Michael ' s  Day and Thanksgiv ing ."  

"Af t e r  t h i s  h e  B a p t i z e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i f  t h e r e  a r e  
some t o  be Bap t i zed . "  
"Af t e r  Baptism t h e y  s i n g  t h e  l a s t  v e r s e  of  t h i s  
hymn: Hc TlznX BeAXevc?., And I n  Baptized 

/Kym~u,ty #141T." - - 

" T h e r e a f t e r  h e  c e l e b r a t e s  Communion ... b u t  i f  t h e r e  
a r e  none who wish t o  commune,-then t h e  p r i e s t  w i th -  
o u t  h i s  c h a u s a b l e  - /Gessehage l /  t u r n s  t o  t h e  Congre- 
g a t i o n  and s i n g s . "  

1 9 .  COLLECT 
" 7 1 ~ ~  Luhd Re W a I z  You! 
"The Choir  r e sponds  : Aold Wixh Y v U ~  Spihi*! 

*According t o  a  R e s c r i p t  of  June  2 3  and December 2 ,  
1740,  t h e  sermon s h a l l  "not  l a s t  more t h a n  one  hour ."  

"Then he t u rns  t o  tile Alzar and s i n g s  the 201- 
I nwing  Col!ect:  0 LO& God, Weavedy F a t h a !  
We Xhank You 60:-  hi^ d&&enKy benezjiz . . . 
"The Choir respo~nds : ~ Q E ,  " 

20 ,  dENE9ICTION 
1 P A f ~ e r  t he  Collect  Is sung, he Curas ts %he 
Peop le  again and gives the  usual b le s s ing  to 
tine~xr: The Luj~d 6 ~ .  W a h  You! 
  he Chofr responds: And WiXh Y ~ l l i h  S * D 

"The pas tor  s ings  : The Larid BXehh You And Keep 
You 4 c 8 

"The petsp2.e x e s p o ~ ~ d  : Amen, " 

2 1 *  i fY2424 
P 1 I they s ing  a hbg'i~n which correspsnds with 

t h e  Day's Gospel ... t h e  p a s t o r  meanwhile ... 
is staz~di$%rag befare  the  Altar  u n t i l  everything 
1s at:. an end '' 

22 ,  CLOSING P U Y E R  
"The aforesaid service is conc9uded i n  l i k e  
manner  ~;;s at the Opening prayed with t h i s  
p r a y e r  and the Lord" Prayer :  
""O&u&d: We Rhank Yuu ~4ob-I: h y t h d  You 
have b u g k t  . . 
"OWL Fdhm, wkto i n  hmven . . . " 

GmPST" SUPPER 

8 %  The pasror s h a l l  be a t t i r ed  i n  bath the  s u r p l i c e  
fiesscskjorti7 and Cliasuble lMessehagelenT w h i l e  - - 7 - 
tire Co~xmrnnion is  perfonaed, and also the A l % a r  
should a l w a y s  be covered with a f a i r  l i n e n ,  chalice,  
and paten, and kwo l i t  candles, as long as t h e  Com- 
nunion w i l l  be . . . '" 
2 1, EXHORTAT %ON 

'@When everything i n  t h i s  manner is i n  o rde r ,  
and the s inging  is completed before the  Comun- 
ion ,  khen t h e  p r i e s t  turns to the  congregation 



and r e a d s  f i r s t  of ail t h e  u s u a l  e x h u r t a t i o n  
t o  them. . , . Then h e  t u r n s  t o  t h e  A l r a r  a g a i n  
and w i t h  a l oud  v o i c e  i n  D a n i s h  s i n g s  t h e  
e n t i r e  Con~~nunion-Mass as  f o l l o w s  : 

2 2 .  LORD'S PRAYER 
" L C  C (1s A t 1  P ~ z i y :  Ouh Fatlzebi, Wlio A k t  l i t  Heave~i. . 
"To whicll t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  r e s p o n d s  : A n i e r ~ .  " 

23. WORDS OF TNSrCTTUTION 
"Then h e  b e g i n s  i n  l i k e  manner t h e  Words of 
I n s t i t u t i o n :  O L C " Z . ~ ^ U ~ L ~  JUUS CI1f~.i9t . .." 

24. DlSTRIKUTION 
"When t h i s  is p e r f o r m e d ,  t h e n  t h e  p r i e s t  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t a k e s  f i r s t  t h e  P a t e n  w i t h  t h e  conse -  
c r a t e d  Bread  . . .  and  when h e  g i v e s  i t  h e  s a y s  t o  
e a c h  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r :  "TILLS i n  Jesun ' T'LUP 
Bod!{ . . . iilil 1 5  JPLU ' T ~ L L ~  iituod." 
"When t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h i s  manner i s  com- 
p l e t e d  w i t h  b o t h  p a r t s ,  Bread and Wine, t h e n  t h e  
p a s t o r  who hCls d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  C h a l i c e  t u r n s  t o  
t h e  Conlrnrinicants and says a s  f o l l o w s :  "T i le  C ~ U -  
c i  j l ~ d  Ai :d  Ki/>eii  JC!!lu1 C/lhint . . . 
"Thcn &he. o!:c)s who h a v e  conlrnuned s t a n d  u p  and 
w i t h  r e s p e c i  bc:w e t l 2 i r  k n e e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  
h e a r t ,  d~:ci go t o  t h e i r  p l a c e  a g a i n . "  

"During Ch.2 Coniniunion they  sing p i  t h e r :  0 L m b  
06 God h l : ' ) t  !iotij  - iKvmi i i~ th j  'i37P 
" O r  an*!-her of  e . . . bymnboGk . . . and  f i n a l l y  
end w i t h  e i t h e r  this s o n g  of p r a i s e :  Mr~ t i  Gtfd RV 
Pnc~Ls  ed He ltc ehcfhtii A d  Btent Fotle ve'r /@rn~my -- - 

H I 5 6 7  - o r  a n o t h e r  hymn o f  t h a n k s g i v i n g . "  

26 .  COLLECT OF T H A N K S G I V I N G  
"Then t h e  p a s t o r  t u r n s  t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  and 
s i n g s  w i t h  a l oud  v o i c e :  The Lord Be W L t h  YOU! 
"The C o n g r e g a t i o n  r e s p o n d s :  Ahid i d a h  YOU& S p G t !  

*Th i s  p a r a p h r a s e  of  t h e  Agnus D e i  w a s  prepared by 
N i c h o l a s  Decius a d  a p p e a r e d  i n  German i n  1531. 

"He t u r n s  t o  t h e  A l t a r  aga in  and r eads  accord- 
i ng  t o  custom t h e  fol lowing Co l l ec t :  
" L e t  Un A U  Pmy: We Thavlh You L o a 9  AhigCcty, 
E;tmvld Cod ... 
"The Congregation responds: Arne@." 

BENEDICTION 
"Then t h e  pa s to r  t u r n s  aga in  t o  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n  and c l o s e s  t he  e n t i r e  Mass wi th  t h e  @us- 
tomary b l e s s i n g  . , , " 

Such w a s  t h e  R i t u a l  of 1685. The Book of Serv ice ,  
known as t h e  Agenda of 1688, was publ ished t h r e e  
yea r s  l a t e r .  

The yea r  i s  now 1688. The p l ace  i s  t h e  Kingdom of 
Denmark and Norway. I n  t h e  words of t h e  k ing  him- 
s e l f :  

11 
* . .  w e  command you, a l l  of our  d e a r  and f a i t h -  

f u l  c i t i z e n s  ... t h a t  you i n  every way d i r e c t  
and keep t h i s  R i t u a l  under s u i t a b l e  punishment." 

The Agenda of 1688 was publ ished a s  a  Book of Serv- 
i c e  f o r  t h e  Danish and Norwegian Churches. I t  con- 
t a i n s  t h e  l e c t i o n a r y  and prayers  f o r  use  on Sundays. 
Three years  e a r l i e r ,  i n  J u l y  of 1685, King Chris- 
t i a n  V ,  King of Denmark and Norway, issued t h e  
decree  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  o rde r  of s e r v i c e  which was 
t o  be  used i n  t h e  Lutheran Church and has become 
known a s  t h e  "Ri tua l  of 1685": 

- -  
"...now a t  l a s t  / i t / h a s  reached pe r f ec t i on  - - 
t h a t  i t  is ready f o r  o f f i c i a l  p r i n t i n g ;  s o  
we command you,  a l l  of our  dea r  and f a i t h f u l  
c i t i z e n s  ... t h a t  you i n  every way d i r e c t  and 
keep t h i s  R i t u a l  ..." (Kirke R i t u a l ,  p .  4 ) .  



The above r e f e r s  t o  forms which a r e  s t i l l  i n  u s e  
i n  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Lutheran Synod. However, t h e  

p r e s e n t  s e r v i c e  "based on t h e  Danish-Norwegian 
l i t u r g y  of 1685 and agenda of 1688'' (E.L .S. Cons t i -  
t u t i o n ,  Chapter  I., Paragraph 4) h a s  come down t o  u s  
through an  i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a i n  of e v e n t s .  

P a r t  1: The S e r v i c e  i n  Dec l ine  

The Seventeenth  and E igh teen th  Century movements o f  
P i e t i s m  and Ra t iona l i sm a f f e c t e d  n o t  on ly  i n d i v i d -  
u a l s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and dogma, bu t  a l s o  the  l i t u r g y  
o f  t h e  church.  I n  Norway, P i e t i s m  was s t r o n g .  It 
was opposed by t h e  o f f i c i a l  church b u t  wide-spread 
among t h e  people .  Hans Nielson Hauge (1771-1824) 
was t h e  l a y  p reacher  who spoke of a "purer and 
h i g h e r  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  among t h e  c l e r g y  and t h e  
l a i t y u  (Lenker,  p.  293) .  Of t h e  P i e t i s m  movement 

i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  r e s u l t  was t h a t  an overemphasis 
was placed on such m a t t e r s  a s  p e r s o n a l  exper ience .  

"So f a r  a s  o rde red  p u b l i c  worship was concerned,  
P i e t i s m ' s  i n f l u e n c e  was unfavorab le .  Beginning 
w i t h  t h e  a t t empt  t o  supplement t h e  r e g u l a r  s e r v -  
i c e s  and usages  of t h e  church,  i t  soon sup- 
p l a n t e d  t h e s e  by meet ings  i n  p r i v a t e  homes 
which inc luded  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s  and ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  Sacraments.  A s  i t s  s p i r i t  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  church ,  t h e  s e r v -  
i c e s  of t h e  l a t t e r  became more and more sub jec -  
t i v e  and emot iona l .  The s t r u g g l e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  
consc iousness  of convers ion  and r e g e n e r a t i o n  
l e d  t o  an u n d e r v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e  means 
of  g r a c e .  The h i s t o r i c a l  and t h e  formal  i n  
l i t u r g i c a l  worship  gave way t o  e x p r e s s i o n s  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  i d e a s  and emotions.  The l i t u r g y  
and t h e  church y e a r  were t o o  o b j e c t i v e  and 
c o n s t r a i n i n g .  The formal  common prayer  of t h e  
church g r a d u a l l y  d i sappeared  under a  f l o o d  of 

rxiern9nre ut. t e r a n c e i  by  r ; , i i ! i s k e r s  and laymen. 
liymns based upon cb j ec r  ive  f a c t s  of redemption 
':ere d i s c a r d e d  Icr o t h e r s  expressive of imme- 
d i a t e ,  personal. experieuce, hew and emat iona l  
t u n e s  d i s p l a c e d  t h e  more vigori;knu chorales .  
Opera t i c  arias and sent imentnl  s o l o s  supp lan ted  
the Jmyei-sc-inal p3iyptBonic c t ~ o r u s  music  of the 
cho i r .  Orthodoxy, though c o l d  znd i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
had respected o b j e c t i v i r y  arid p r e s e r v e d  formal 
d i g n i t y  and reverence ,  P i e t i s m  w i t h  i t s  in -  
rcnse3.y p e f s o n a l  limi%ations n e i t h e r  unders tood 
xaor long  used what remained of t h e  r e s t r a i n e d  
and p o l i s h e d  farms s f  t h e  church 's  h i s t o r i c  
l i t u r g i c a l  system" (Reed, pp. 145-146). 

P i c r i sn !  p r e p a r e d  the way fur Rationalism which 
attemp~ed to find religious trukhs f r o m  $he u s e  o f  
reasow, 

"Within t h e  s p h e r e  of worship ,  R a t i o n a l i s m  was 
wholly d e s t r u c t i v e .  Rietism had rejected o r  
n e g l e c t e d  many of t h e  ancient .  forms bu t  had no t  
den ied  t h e i r  c o n t e n t .  Rationalism r e j e c t e d  
c o n t e n t  and form a l i k e .  The church y e a r  w i t h  
its annual f e s t i v a l s  and seasons  had no mean- 
i n g  f o r  t h o s e  who d i s b e l i e v e d  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  
and o ther  h i s t o r i c a l l y  recorded f aces ,  The 
a l t e r e d  views of t h e  Word and sacraments made 
t h e  l i t u r g y  and t h e  g r ea t  hymns of t h e  church 
unintelligible, The Service w a s  m u t i l a t e d  be- 
yond recogni. t ion.  The church  b u i l d i n g  became 
a  mere p l a c e  of assembly,  and t h e  p u l p i t  a  
l e c t u r e  p l a t f o r m  from which t h e  rnirlister gave 
moral i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  The Sacrament was reduced 
t o  a empty form and was observed i n  Reformed 
fash ion  f c u r  t i m e s  a year. I n f l u e n c e s  from 
Zeneva t h u s  a l l i e d  themselves  with t h e  s p i r i t  
o f  the  age.  Lengthy, verbose m o r a l i z i n g s  re- 
placed t h e  a n c i e n t  c o l l e c t s  and p r a y e r s "  (Reed, 
p. 148) 



In  Norway such was  a l s o  t he  ca se .  There w e  a r e  
t o l d :  "Churches became l e c t u r e  rooms were long- 
winded t r e a t i s e s  on t h e  morals and t h e  u t i l i t y  uE 
th ings  were pronounced t o  a  s l e ep ing  audience.  Ti le  

l i t u r g y  was shortened and otherwise  mut i la ted"  
(Lutheran Hymnary Jun io r ,  p .  xvi -xv i i ) .  

Such a p t l y  de sc r ibe s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Norway. The 
R i t u a l  of 1685 and Agenda of 1688 remained t h e  
o f f i c i a l  basis  f o r  l i t u r g i c a l  £ o m s ;  however, t h e  
use  of such was not completely followed. One ex- 
ample of such i s  seen i n  1802 when a  r e s c r i p t  w a s  
i s sued .  The r e s c r i p t  o f f i c i a l l y  abol ished t h e  
s ing ing  of  t h e  Kyr ie  (Kirke R i t u a l ,  p. 10 ) .  With 
t h e  omission of  t h e  ICyrie, t h e  Glor ia  i n  Exce l s i s  
( i n  hymn f o r m )  became t h e  opening hymn, In  t ime 
o the r  opening hymns were used and such became a  
p a r t  of t he  s e r v i c e  (Anderson, p .  6 ) .  I n  o t h e r  
changes, the Creed and Glor ia  i n  Exce l s i s  were being 
used a l t e r n a t e l y  every o the r  Sunday and soon were 
completely omitted except on t h e  g r ea t  f e s t i v a l s  
(Likness ,  p .  4 4 ) ,  The Gospel was no longer  read 
from t h e  A l t a r ,  E - v e ~ ~ t u a l l y  t h i s  l ed  t o  t h e  devel- 
opment of what  was  known a s  t he  "Shorter Order" 
of s e r v i c e  (See  appendix) ,  

It was t h e  '%Shoiter order" wwhch was i n  common use 
when t he  Norwegiaa immigrants came t o  America. 
This  was the  s e r v i c e  used by the Norwegian Synod's 
pa s to r s  and v r a s  perpetuated f o r  t h e i r  use  by t h e  
Engl ish publ ica t ion  of Church Li turgy f o r  Evangel- 
i c a l  Lutheran Cong 

P a r t  2 : The Serv ice  Restored 

In Norway r e i l g i o r t s  orthodoxy was being r e s to r ed  
i n  t h e  Nineteenth Century. Together with  reform 
came a  d e s i r e  f o r  a " r i che r  se rv ice"  than was i n  
common use.  The t a s k  was undertaken. Two new 
s e r i e s  of Gospels and E p i s t l e s  were now prepared 

based k3E: ~ _ & - I c  b e ~ * J e S  used i n  the C%~~:XC%P ok Sweden. 
An Orde r  of Serv ice  r e s t o r i n g  a f u l l e r  u s e  of t h e  
R i t u a l  of 9685 w a s  prepared and adop ted ,  In  1887 
a royal decree P n  Norway author ized  kkte new Book 
of ServJ ce (NOL way hsd gained Indep5adence from 
Demark), T h i s  was ts becsnz kuawn as the N2w 
L i t u r g y  (See appendix) ,  

The changes which w e s e  o c c u r r i r ~ g  i n  Nasmay a l s o  had 
an effect on rhe  Norwegian Lutherans i n  h e r i c a ,  
They too  f e l t  a need f o r  a more complete Order of 
Service, The Norwegian Synod d e a l t  wi th  t h e  sub- 
j e c t  m d  on dune 17, 1899 adopted t h e  fol lowing 
r e v i s i o n  of t h e i r  cans%%$ution:  

"In order  t o  p reserve  u n i t y  i n  l i t u r g i c a l .  forms 
and ceremonies, t h e  Synod adv i se s  i t s  congre- 
ga t i ons  to use,  a s  far  a s  pos s ib l e ,  t h e  l i t u r g y  
of 1685 and agenda s f  8688 of t h e  Church of 
Noway, o s  t h e  new -- and agenda adopted - ---- ---- 
b &-% e ,  Minnesota, -- June 
1899, accord<n<- a s  t h e  several congregat ions  
may decide" (Synoden, 1899, p .  89) (emphasis 
added). 

The "new l i t u r g y  and agenda" was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  New 
Li tu rgy  of t h e  Church of Norway* h e  a d d i t i o n  was 
t o  be fbund -- t h a t  of t h e  pronouncement s f  t h e  
Absolution. T h i s  is no t  found in t h e  Mew Li turgy  
of t h e  Church of Norway, Likewise,  t h e  United 
Norwegian Lutheran Church, which a l s o  made use  of 
t h e  New Li turgy ,  d id  n o t  i nc lude  an Absolution i n  
t h e i r  p r i n t e d  agendas,  

P a r t  3 :  The Serv ice  and Engl ish 

The Norwegian Synod w a s  concerned w i th  t h e  needs 
of i ts  members. Already i n  1870 i t  publ ished a 
Norwegian hymnbook. Although Nsrwegian was regarded 
as " the  language of t h e  hea r t "  t h e  need f o r  Engl i sh  
was a l s o  recognized,  This  l ed  t o  the  p u b l i c a t i o n  of 



an Erlg?_istl I . . d j t i o n  o i  ;'h:_.c; h T - f a r f s  'OT % e ~ p h . < ~ ~ - ~  
" ---- - - -*__d E- - - "_'"_'"_'_"_ __ _ . - 

c a l  Lucherarr  C o n g r c ~ a r  -E r ~ n s  (concalnl-ng t h e .  "Shorter  -- _-------.. - - --_-___I- L -:--- 
Forms') . 
In 1908 a j o i n t  committee o f  khc Norwegian Synod, 
United Norwe2 i an  1,uzlher;en G"b:zcfr, and Chc 3auge'~ 
Synod were appoi la ted  t o  prepare ann Engl ish  hymn 
book.  The cornmi-ttee completed t h e i r  t a s k  4an %91r'3, 
P r e s i d e n t  W, G ,  S t u b  r e p o r t e d  cg she Norwegizn 
Synod ,  and I n  a c t i o n  the  Synod recorded:: 

"The Synod has heard t h e  p r e s i d e n t  declare: 
'The E n g l i s h  Hymnbook -- 'The Lutheran 
Hynmary9 -- i s  t h e  hymn book which we hope 
w i l l  f i n d  t h e  greatrrsk pass3'aIe p ropaga t ion  
i n  o u r  f e l l o w s h i p ,  toge ther  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  - -- 
Ctrurci~.  I t  i s  of great s i g n i f i c a n c e  b t o ~ i - l  
t h a e  wc have r e c e i v e d  such  a creasure o f  h y m n s  
i n  tile E n g l i s h  language, and t h a t  18: was corn- 
posed oE a com~i t t ee  of t h e  three f e l l s 7 ~ s h i p s ;  
who t,c~.ve given f i n a l  adopt ion t o  t h e  comon 
repor t  oa t h e  c:al%, conversion and 

l l D  
e 

(Synoden,  1913,  p .  1 2 4 ) .  

Thus t h e  "Lutheran ~ymna-nry" was recommended f o r  
u s e  w i k h i n  t h e  Norwegian Synod, "The Order of 
Morning Service" was a t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  New 
L i t u r g y .  The Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n  may no t  have 
been i n  comple t e  harmony wi th  t h e  l i t u r g y  adopted 
a t  S p r i n g  Grove, Minnesota. A divergence is seen ,  
f o r  example ,  i n  t h e  Absolution, The Norwegian 
form adop ted  i n  1899 begins  w i th  t h e  wards: 
"Oplmfter e d e r  H j e r t e r  ti1 Gud" ("Lif t  Up Your 
H e a r t s  Unto ~olrd'') - The English form i n  1913 omits  
t h e  words, LC must be noted t h a t  t h e  Engl ish t r ans -  
l a t i o n  w a s  never o f f i c i a l l y  adopted by t h e  Norwe- 
g ian  Synod. The same is  t r u e  f o r  t h e  E.%.S, which 
received t h e  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  1954 Synod ConvenZion 
which read i n  p a r t :  "Since t h e  Synod i n  1899 
o f f i c i a l l y  accepted a complete 'Alterbog'  no o f f i -  
c i a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  Engl ish has  been accepted" 
( E , L , S , ,  1 9 5 4 ,  p ,  67), 

Here, i n  1 9 1 9 ,  ends t h e  c i f i c i a l  development of 
the Danish-Nnngegian Order of Service among Nor- 
weg8hias i n  baterlca, The serv ice  was ppsbLisPred in 
the " ~ u t h e r a n  ~ymnary" f o r  many years. it was 
also included i n  $he pub l i ed t i on  o f  the "~gsncordia 
&+-al" by Augsburg Publ i sh ing  House. 

$9 would ba& r e ~ ~ i s s  in relaEing t h e  history of 
t h f s  serv ice if reference uas not  made t o  subse- 
quen: actton,  When the  Noxxgegian Lutheran Church 
in American (E.L,C.) was formed in 1917, i t  adopted 
a modified form sf the Danish-Norwegian Order af 
Service : 

'2x1 regard 60 church rites, it is Z d t t o  
each eongreg~kion t o  decide for  i t s e l f ,  
B u t  i n  order  thae there may as a whole be 
uniformity also i n  church rites, the  church 
recamends %ha& the congregations use the 
ritual sf the Norwegian Lutheran Church, 
kodi f ied  aeco~-ding  t o  ehe present common 
usage among usg '  ( E , L , C , ,  1927, p .  480) ,  

F.&er~ the Mosweglan Synod af the heriean Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church ( E , L , S e )  was reorganized in 
1918, it adopted the  paragraph on l i . t u r g i c a l  forms 
from the  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of the (o ld )  Norwegian Synod 
without  change (see page 2 5 )  (E.L,S.,  1919, p. 3 5 ) .  
Two orders o f  serv ice  were reconmended fox use  in 
the  Synod's congregations: the  R i e u a E  o f  1685 sr 
k,he &Jew Sdbturgy adopted i n  1899, 

Tn the Evangel.ical Lutheran Synod, change also 
ffna2ly a id  arrrve, In  1964 a ress~I82itit;~n was 
passed c a l l i n g  f o r  a cornittee to review the  I3,L.S. 
cons t i t u t ion .  In 1966 the report was presented by 
t he  Board of Trustees, I n  regard to l i t u r g i c a l  
farms it was f e l t  that t he  cons t i tu t ion  should 
correspond t o  practice and so  t h e  phrase "or the  
Com~on Order of W ~ r s h l p ' h a s  proposed f o r  addieion, 



The reccjlrtmendat ion  f r o m  r l ~ e  Koard n i Urdstecs, 
however, was  mare i n c l u s i v e ,  L t  re,uxnn-ienitetl t tmc 
f o l l o w i n g  f ~ r  C h a p t e r  I ,  Paragraph 4 ~i t h e  con- 
s t i t u t i o n :  

"In ~-pr!er t o  preserve u n i t y  i r k  L i t . a : t  gicct t 
forms and ceremonies ,  t h e  Synod recommends 
t o  its congrega t ions  t h a t  they  u s e  '-13-1~- zyn~2a 
Order of  WorshipP o r  t h e  ilornsr;itn (EirS2r ijt W O K -  - -- - - - 
s h i p .  a s  p a ~ ; ~  congrega t ion  may decide"  
( E e l ,  , 5 , ,  1 9 h 6 ,  r), 8 0 )  (emphasis adi!ed), 

The par,~g,ray~i-k was a d u p r e d  LIIS L I B ?  L ~ n ~ e ~ % i ~ ~ ~  FII?I ;ZL 
t o  r e a d ,  as adop tzd ;  

"111 ct i-der  t o  prcsi-kltr2 l r r t  i t  y i n  f l ~ : ~ r g i c - i  i 
iorrtls anct cer ernort ic s , E: hr, Synod i e c  r ) r r i ~ n e i ~ ? t  c; 

t o  i t s  ~ ~ l l i ~ r c . ( ~ 2 ~ ~ - % ; , - ;  ' , -  c- zkf31. e h ~ y  use t h e  Order 

Here a c h ~ ~ a g e  o c c n ~ r r e d ,  U n t i l  1966 a n l y  t w o  f o r m s  
of t h e  D<;;;n j s h  N ~ r v ~ e g i a r t  t3rder. ~f S e r v i c e  w r T r c  
recomme:l~-led f n a ; t ~ c ,  Tile  rf;rls t-it ~ t % c ~ - s ~ d  c kt 'trig:-, 

approv~2d i n  1965 arlc! r - a t i f l ed  in 1967 ( i C c i  . Se, 
1967 , 2, 84) , & t i t  i ~ t ~ r i z e c l  a lirciadtir s p e d  r-u;!! i f  
usage UI i e n i r r  t h e  Dar1isf-b--Nos-wegi i i ~ 1  O r d e r  , 'i'hk 
vague words "based upon'\arl  be jnterpreti~d i n  
s e v e r a l  ways: 

a s  sirnpl y t h e  resielt of arr amendment era 

t h e  convent ion f l o o r  which was n o t  deemed 
a s  a ~ I C I P S  i c  ch2ihge 9-n the const  i l :u$- ion,  

3. a s  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of  t h e  1,utheran 
Nymnary t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  s e r v i c e ,  o r  

4 .  as accep tance  of  t h e  many v a r i a t i o n s  b e i n g  
p r a c t i c e d  throughout  t h e  Synod. T h i s  
wording of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  Chapter  I ,  
Paragraph 4 i s  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  proposed 
r e v i s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  E . L , S .  ( E , L . S . ,  
1981, p .  110) .  

Today w e  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  on t h e  eve  of t h e  t h r e e -  
hundredth  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Ordinance of 1537. 
D e s p i t e  d e c l i n e ,  changes ,  v a r i a t i o n s ,  and t r a n s -  
l a t i o n s  t h i s ,  t h e  Danish-Norwegian Order of  Worship, 
has  guided t h e  Norwegian c h u r c h ' s  common v o i c e  of  
worship  through t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  p e r i o d .  I t  h a s  
proved t o  be "something t r i e d  and p rec ious"  
(Preus ,  p.  195) , 

2 ,  a s  t h e  1:)ng b e l a t e d  a g p r o v a l  ilf t h c  use 
of the E r b g k i s h  language i n  tile ser-v.i!,c, 



Comparison of  L i t u r g i c a l  Orders 
APPENDIX 

SHORTER O R I ) E R ~  - NEW L I T U R G Y ~  -- LUTliEMN NYTVffFJARY 
I N  1913 

S i l e n t  Confession 8 

Opening prayex-9 Opening Prayer  Opening P r a y e r  Opening Prayer  Opening Prayer  
Opening Prayer  Opening Hymn 

I n t r o i t  
Confess i o n  Confession 
 riel^ Kyrie  

Absolut ion 
Opening Hymn G l o r i a  G l o r i a  
C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  
E p i s t l e  E p i s t l e  E p i s t l e  

Epistle-Hymn Hymn 

Kyrie K : r  r i e  

G l o r i a 6  
C o l l e c t  
E p i s t l e  
Hy rtln 

G l o r i a  
C o l l e c t  
E p i s t l e  
H P ~  
Hymn 
Gospel 
Creed 
Hymn 
Sermon 

G l o r i a  
Collect  
E p i s t l e  
H a l l e l u j a h  

~ o s ~ e l l ~  Gospel 
Creed Creed 
Gospel-Hymn Hymn 
Sermon Sermon 

Gospel 
Creed 

Gospel 
Creed 

Hymn 
Sermon Sermon 

Confession h 
Absolut ion 

Sermon 

Hymnl1 H y m Hymn 

Lord ' s  P rayer  
P r e f a c e  1 4  

Exhor ta t ion  Exhor ta t ion  
Lard ' s  Prayer  Lord ' s Prayer  
Words of I n s t i t ,  Words of I n s t i t .  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  DJs t r  i b u t i o n  

Hymn of Thanks, 
C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  
Benedic t ion Benedict ion 

H Y ~  
C los ing  Prayer  Clos ing  Prayer  

preface14 
Exhor ta t ion  
~ o r d  ' s Prayer  
Words of I n s t i t .  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  
Hymn of Thanks, 
C o l l e c t  
Benedic t ion 
Hymn Closing Prayer  

Exhor ta t ion  
Lord 's Prayer  

Exhor ta t ion  
Lord 's  Prayer  

2 3  Words of I n s t i t .  Words of I n s t i t .  Words of I n s t i t .  
24 ~ i s t r i b u t i o n ~  D i s t r i b u t i o n  Dis t r ibu t i .on l0  
25  Hymn of Thanks, Hymn of Thanks. 
26 C o l l e c t  ? C o l l e c t  
27 Benedict ion Benedict ion Benedict ion 
2 8  
29 Clos ing  Prayer  Closing Prayer  

no Communicants -- -- O r  i f  t h e r e  be 
Hym Hymn Hymn 
C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  
Benedic t ion Benedict ion Benedict ion 
Hymn Clos ing  Hymn Closing Hymn 
Clos ing  Prayer  Closing Prayer  Closing Prayer  

H Y ~  Hymn 
C o l l e c t  C o l l e c t  
Benedic t ion Benedict ion 

Hymn 
Closing Prayer  Closing Prayer  



NOTES TO THE &UPENlslX 
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A R e v i e w  of D r  - John Rellmann ' s As t i c l  e , 
THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION IN LIGHT OF 

BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION* 

'"l only  t h e  Lutheran Confessors  would have had 
enough f o r e s i g h t  t o  i n c l u d e  a n  a r t i c l e  on Scr ip -  
t u r e  i n  t h e  Augsburg Confess ion,  t h e n ,  modern i s t s  
of t h e  h i g h e r  c r i t i c a l  s c h o o l  who p r e f e r  t h e  l a b e l  
'Lutheran '  would he  made t o  hang t h e i r  heads  i n  
shame:" Has t h a t  thought c r o s s e d  your mind? Yes, 
today t h e  b a t t l e g r o u n d  lies i n  t h e  a r e a  encompass- 
i n g  t h e  c a n o n i c i t y ,  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  and i n e r r a n c y  s f  
S c r i p t u r e ,  and i t  would be  convenient  t o  d i r e c t  
Lutheran moderates  t o  a "black and whi te"  a r t i c l e  
on t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  Augsburg Confess ion,  But 
would t h a t  r e a l l y  convince  t h e  "Lutheran'>higher 
c r i t i c s ?  I f  t h e  p l a i n  words of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  
themselves (John P7:1.7; 2 T i m ,  3:15-17; 1 Thess ,  
2 ~ 1 3 ;  John 10:35; 2 P e t e r  1 ~ 2 1 ;  e t c . )  do n o t  con- 
v i n c e  them, s u r e l y  an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  from 
a norma normata s o u r c e  w i l l  n o t  do t h e  job  e i t h e r .  

However, t h e  i r o n y  o f  t h e  whole m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  
t h e  a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  was a n  
under ly ing  p r i n c i p l e  deep ly  embedded i n  t h e  h e a r t s  
and minds of our  Lutheran Confess ions ,  n o t  l e a s t  
of a l l ,  t h e  Augsburg Confess ion.  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
i s  brought  o u t  i r r  t h e  P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  Book of  Con- 
cord  (1580): "We have ... purposed t o  commit our-  
s e l v e s  e x c l u s i v e l y  and o n l y ,  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  
pure ,  i n f a l l i b l e ,  and u n a l t e r a b l e  Word of God."l 

- 

* This  a r t i c l e  appeared I n  t h e  June, 1 9 i i C  LWF 
WPQRT , under the  mag o r  I~eddirrg CONFESS10 AUGUSTMA 
1530-1980 G O ~ E P I C I U T I O N  AND SELF-EXAMINATION 


